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ANOTACIJA

Promocijas darba “Atminas par Otra pasaules kara béglu gaitam trimdas
latvie$u dzivesstastos” pétits Otra pasaules kara béglu gaitu (1944-1945) atspo-
gulojums Nacionalas mutvardu véstures arhiva trimdas latvie$u dzivesstastos.
Darba fokuss ir vérsts gan uz dazadiem bég$anas procesa aspektiem, pieméram,
bégsanas motivaciju, korelaciju starp individu pieredzi pirmas padomju okupaci-
jas laika un lemumu pienemsanu 1944./1945. gada, nacistiskas Vacijas propagan-
das ietekmi, materialo vértibu un uz vértibam orientétas ricibas nozimi bégsanas
procesa, un citiem, gan visiem béglu kustibas posmiem: maju atstasanu, béglu
gaitam Latvijas teritorija, izbrauk§anu no Latvijas, béglu gaitam Vacijas reiha
teritorija un béglu dzivi Zviedrija. Padzilinata minéto jautajumu izpéte, kuras
laika analizéta béglu kustibas izcelsme, veidi un individuala dimensija, ka ari
izcelta mutvardu liecibu vértiba, uzskatama par novitati ne tikai Latvijas his-
toriografijas mazpétita aspekta, bet ari plasakos piespiedu migracijas procesos.

Atslégas vardi: Otrais pasaules kars, bégli, piespiedu migracija, atminas,
mutvardu vésture
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VISPARIGS DARBA RAKSTUROJUMS

Teémas aktualitate un pétijuma novitate

Otrais pasaules kar$ Eiropa radija lidz tam nepieredzétu masveida béglu un
parvietoto personu skaitu. Neliela $Is statistiskas masas dala bija ar1 bégli! no
Latvijas un citam Baltijas valstim; taja pasa laika ikviens no $iem cilvékiem, kuri
bija atstajusi savas majas, radiniekus, draugus un nacionalo kultiru, ietvéra sevi
tragédiju, ka ari radija nozimigu zaudéjumu Latvijas valstij, kas Otra pasaules
kara rezultata bija zaudéjusi gan savu valstiskumu, gan treso dalu tas pilsonu.
Butiski, ka garajos okupacijas gados tiesi Rietumos nonakusie bégli (péc tam -
trimdas latviesi?) bija tas spéks, kas ar dazadam metodém un dazadas arénas
(gan mitnes zemés, gan globala méroga) uzturéja dzivu Latvijas Republikas
neatkaribas ideju un ceribu, ka ta tiks atjaunota, tapéc ari trimdas izpéte visos
tas aspektos ir nozimiga Latvijas valsts un sabiedribas véstures dala.

Lidzsinéja historiografija Latvijas Otra pasaules kara béglu kustiba visbiezak
skatita konteksta ar visparéjo Otra pasaules kara norisi Latvijas teritorija un oku-
pacijas varu mainam vai ari ka process, kas aizsaka trimdas vésturi. Visbiezak
$ajos pétljjumos sniegts ieskats vacu okupacijas iestazu planotaja un realizétaja
evakuacijas norisé, raksturoti galvenie evakuacijas un bégsanas veidi un virzieni,
ka ari méginats skrupulozi noskaidrot béglu skaitu un sastavu; vienlaikus daudz
mazaka uzmaniba pievérsta individualajai un dazadu grupu (pieméram, sieviesu
un virie$u, bérnu un jauniesi) pieredzei bégsanas procesa. Sada pieeja sakrit
ar starptautiska limeni izdaritu novérojumu, ka pétijumi par piespiedu mig-
rantu plismu izcelsmi ir sastopami loti reti, jo pétnieki biezi uztver un analizé
béglus nevis ka individualus cilvékus, bet gan ka stimula-atbildes mehanismus
(Davenport, Moore, Poe, 2003, 30-31). Tomeér, ja tiek akceptéts, ka ari Siem
cilvékiem ir izvéles iespé&jas un individualas izdzivos$anas stratégijas (gan béglu
gaitu sakuma, gan visa procesa laika), ir butiski pétit béglus mikrolimeni un
skaidrot, kas ietekmé vinu léemumus un ricibu.

Lai analizétu bégsanu individuala limeni, ir jameklé un jaizmanto jaunas
metodes un avoti, ar kuru palidzibu ir iespéjams pétit bégsanas norisi ne tikai
mikrolimeni, bet ari ka socialu procesu. Viena no $adam metodém un avotu
grupam, kas lauj analizét vésturiskus notikumus un procesus gadijumos, kad nav

Uz Latvijas iedzivotajiem, kuri 1944./1945. gada lidz ar Sarkanas armijas iebrukumu Latvijas
teritorija tika piespiedu karta evakuéti vai brivpratigi devas béglu gaitas uz Rietumiem, var
attiecinat dazadus terminus (piespiedu migranti, parvietotas personas, bégli). Tomeér, nemot
veéra gan vinu pasidentifikaciju, gan to, ka Rietumu sabiedrotie péc kara atzina par pamatotam
vinu bailes no vajasanas un izrieto$u nevélésanos atgriezties Padomju Latvija, kas atbilst
klasiskajai béglu definicijai, tiei $is termins tiek lietots promocijas darba.

Ar jédzienu “trimdas latviesi” tiek saprasti visi péc Otra pasaules kara pasaulé izklidusie
latvie$u bégli, kas neatgriezas Latvija, bet izceloja uz pastavigu dzivi dazadas pasaules valstis
arpus Padomju Savienibas un t. s. Austrumu bloka valstim.



pieejams plass dokumentarais materials, ka ari lauj pétit aspektus, kas nav fikséti
vai ir tikai daléji fikséti rakstitajos avotos, ir mutvardu vésture (turpmak - MV),
kas Latvija ienakusi 20. gadsimta 90. gadu sakuma un ir kluvusi par respektétu
pétniecibas virzienu tadas zinatnu nozarés ka sociologija, antropologija un
folkloristika, ta¢u nepamatoti maz tiek izmantota véstures pétijumos.

Latvija visplasak ar MV avotos balstitiem pétijjumiem nodarbojas Nacionalas
mutvardu véstures (turpmak - NMV) projekts, kura krajuma ta gandriz 30 gadu
pastavésanas laika uzkratas vairak neka 4700 dzivesstastu intervijas, iemazinot
visdazadako cilvéku pieredzes stastus un padarot tos brivi pieejamus pétniekiem.
Nozimigu NMV krajuma dalu veido ari intervijas ar trimdas latviesiem, kuri
savos dzivesstastos plasi apliiko ari savu pieredzi 1944./45. gada béglu gaitas,
tapéc $is intervijas liktas §1 pétijjuma pamata.

Pétijums, kura sintezétas dazadu zinatnu nozaru (véstures, sociologijas,
antropologijas u. c.) teorijas un atzinas un padzilinati izpétitas atminas par Otra
pasaules kara béglu gaitam, atsedzot gan béglu kustibas kopigas iezimes, gan
individualo dimensiju, uzskatams par novitati ne tikai Latvijas historiografijas
mazpétita aspekta, bet ari plagakos piespiedu migracijas procesos. Turklat, ta
ka analizéti visi bég$anas posmi un izpausmes, béglu gaitas ir izpétitas ari ka
socials process, kura laika iegtita pieredze varéja béglus gan traumatizét, gan
dot tiem jaunu spéku, atstajot fizisku, emocionalu un psihologisku nospiedumu
uz béglu turpmakajam dzivém.

Darba mérkis, uzdevumi un hronologiskas robeZas

Promocijas darba mérkis ir analizét atminas par Otra pasaules kara béglu
gaitam Nacionalas mutvardu véstures arhiva trimdas latviesu dzivesstastos,
fokuséjoties gan uz béglu gaitu norises atspogulojumu, gan pasam atminam, ta
ietvaros pétot arl dazadu pieredzu grupu atminu ipatnibas un vérsot uzmanibu
uz trimdas kolektivas atminas izpausmeém.

Meérka sasnieg$anai izvirziti ¢etri uzdevumi, kuri risinati darba nodalas.
1. Apzinat un skaidrot butiskakos béglu un piespiedu migracijas studiju

virzienus un teorijas, kuras palidz béglu gaitu makrolimena un mikroli-

mena analizé, vienlaikus vér$ot uzmanibu uz kolektivas atminas fenomenu
trimdas latviesu kopiena;

2. Balstoties lidzs$inéja historiografija un publicétajos avotos, izpétit un aprak-
stit latvie$u evakuacijas un béglu gaitu vésturiskos apstaklus un organiza-
ciju, béglu plasmas dazados veidus un virzienus gan Latvijas, gan Vacijas
reiha teritorija, ka ari bégsanu pari jarai uz Zviedriju;

3. Sistematizét un analizét specifiskus bégsanas gaitu un ar to saistito atminu
aspektus (bégsanas motivacija, béglu gaitu norise un sadziviskie apstakli
Latvija un arpus tas, materialo vértibu nozime béglu gaitu laika, ka ari
vértibu un uz vértibam orientétas ricibas atspogulojums) gan individuala,
gan kolektiva limeni.



4. Izpétit specifisku grupu (sieviesu un virie$u, bérnu un pusaudzu) bégsanas
pieredzes un bégsanas narativu iezimes un Ipatnibas.

Ta ka promocijas darba izpétes objekts ir atminas, ta hronologiskas robezas
ir grati nosprauzamas. No vienas puses, darba centra izvirzits process, kura
robezas ir skaidras — no 1944. gada julija, kad Latvija otro reizi ienaca Sarkana
armija un sakas masveida béglu kustiba rietumu virziena, lidz 1945. gada maijam,
kad nacistiska Vacija kapituléja un sakas parvietoto personu (displaced persons —
DP) nometnu periods. No otras puses, janem veéra, ka “cilvéka atmina nemitigi
notiek pagatnes aktualizacija no tagadnes perspektivas” (Stogner, 2009, 207),
lidz ar to darba hronologisko rami nosaka ari analizéto avotu tapsanas (atminu
izstastiSanas) laiks, proti, 20. gadsimta 90. gadi un 2000. gadu pirma desmitgade.

Péttjuma izmantotie avoti

Promocijas darba galveno avotu bazi veido mutvardu véstures avoti - dzives-
stastu intervijas, kas glabajas Nacionalas mutvardu véstures krajuma. Mutvardu
véstures avoti (véstures notikumu aculiecinieku un dalibnieku mutiskas liecibas,
ko fiks&jusi specialisti, izmantojot masdienu tehniskos panémienus) un to pét-
nieciba piederas biografiskajai metodei jeb pieejai, kas ir gan starpdisciplinars
metozu kopums, kurs analizé attiecibas starp individualajam dzivém, socialajam
struktGram un vésturiskajiem procesiem, ka ari péta dzivesstastus un stasti-
$anu, gan nozimigs teorétisks un metodologisks virziens vairakas socialajas un
humanitarajas zinatnés. Lai gan termins “biografisks” liek domat, ka $adi avoti
ietver individa pasa pieredzi, kas iegta dzives laika, vienlaikus tas iezimé ari
pastavigu (par)interpretacijas procesu. Tadéjadi biografiskie avoti satur ne tikai
prata saglabatus pagatnes télus un notikumus, bet ari to versijas, ko nosaka gan
individa dzivesgajums, gan plaaks socialais un kulttiras konteksts, ka ari tas, ka
cilvéki interpreté savu pieredzi, veidojot no tas saskanotu veselumu. Atskiriba
no cita veida avotiem, mutvardu véstures avoti top tie$a intervétaja ietekmé, tam
sadarbojoties ar intervéto cilvéku. Lidz ar to, ja citu avotu veidu saturs ir pilnigi
patstavigs un nav atkarigs no pétnieka vajadzibam un hipotézém, respektivi, tas
ir stabils teksts, ko var tikai interpretét, tad MV avotu saturs liela méra ir atka-
rigs no konkrétas intervijas situacijas, kas janem véra, veicot to ieks$éjo kritiku.

Promocijas darba izstradé izmantotas dzivesstastu intervijas no cetram
Nacionalas mutvardu véstures krajuma kolekcijam: III kolekcija “Latviesi
Anglija”; VII kolekcija “Latviesi Norveégija”; X kolekcija “Latvies$i Zviedrija”
XIV kolekcija “Amerikas Latvie$u apvienibas mutvardu véstures projekts
“Dzivesstasts trimda”. Sis kolekcijas izvélétas gan péc hronologiska, gan
reprezentacijas principa. Tas ir pirmas trimdas kolekcijas NMV krajuma, kas
hronologiski seko cita citai, un tajas rodamas plasas zinas par béglu dosanos gan
uz Vacijas reihu, gan Zviedriju, tadéjadi sniedzot iespéju aplikot abus bégsanas
virzienus. Kopuma promocijas darba tematikai atbilda 74 intervijas, kas veido
ta pamata avotu bazi.



Ta ka promocijas darba analizétas dzivesstastu intervijas, kuru mérkis ir
uzklausit cilvéka dzivesgajumu no pirmajam bérnibas atminam lidz pat inter-
vijas bridim, bégsanas stasts, lai ari biezi vien ka viens no nozimigakajiem,
tomér ir tikai viena no aplikotajam dzives epizodém. Cik gara un spilgta,
atkarigs galvenokart no dzivesstasta autora — gan no ta, cik labi $is notikums
palicis vina atmina, gan no vina vélmes par to runat, gan visparéjam stastitaja
prasmém. Tomér butiska nozime ir ari intervétajam, kur$ faktiski ir Iidzautors
avota tap$ana, daléji nosakot ari ta saturu (to var ietekmét intervétaja jautajumi,
dialogs, personiskas attieksmes un attiecibas starp intervétaju un intervijas
autoru). Pétijuma izmantojot citu, nevis pasa pétnieka veiktas intervijas, ir
japienem tas, ka ir pieejama tikai sniegta informacija bez iespéjam uzdot papildu
jautajumus. Taja pasa laika, izmantojot dzivesstastu un aplukojot bég$anas stastu
ta konteksta, iespéjams analizét, cik lielu nozimi sava dzivé stastitajs pieskiris
konkrétajam notikumam. Tapat visa dzivesstasta analize lauj labak novérot un
analizét, cik liela méra var uzticéties tas autora atminai un patiesumam. Tas
batu sarezgiti, analizgjot tikai vienu — bégsanas - epizodi.

Ta ka NMV krajuma veido$anas pamatprincips ir uzkrat péc iespéjas dazadu
cilvéku pieredzi, savus dzivesstastus tam ir uzticéjusi ne tikai sabiedriski un
politiski aktivi trimdas parstavji, bet ari visdazadako profesiju un dzivesgajumu
cilvéki. Kopuma vérojams, ka dzivesstastu autori par savu piedzivoto runa péc
iespéjas atklati un neatbilstibas vésturiskajiem faktiem, ja tadas ir, drizak rodas
tie$i atminas nepilnibu dél, nereti ari tapéc, ka cilvékiem piemit dabiga vélme
izcelt savu lomu notikumos un radit interesi par savu dzivi.

Analizétie dzivesstasti katrs par sevi ir unikali avoti, kuri paklauti ieks$eé-
jai kritikai, tomér tos iespéjams apstradat ari kvantitativi, lietojot statistikas
metodi un raksturojot dzivesstastu autoru iezimes (vecums bégsanas bridi,
dzimums, sociala piederiba) un gan kopigas, gan atskirigas bégsanas iezimes
(bégla dzivesvieta, izbrauksanas laiks, veids, citi izbraukusie gimenes locekli,
minétais izbrauk$anas iemesls, ka ari pirmas padomju okupacijas pieredze).
Lai sistematiski apstradat visu avotu kopumu, promocijas darba izstrades gaita
izveidota datubaze, kur ieklauta informacija par katru dzivesstasta autoru un
vina béglu gaitu pieturpunktiem. Datubaze, pirmkart, lauj analizét saistibu
starp atseviskiem parametriem, piemériem, starp pirmas padomju okupacijas
pieredzi un minéto izbrauks$anas iemeslu, kas attiecigi lauj spriest par bégsanas
motivaciju. Otrkart, ta lauj novérot, cik plasu vecuma, regionalas un socialas
piederibas diapazonu parstav dzivesstastu autori, kas lauj noteikt, vai izmantota
avotu baze atbilst visparéjiem Rietumos nonakuso latviesu béglu parametriem,
ka ari ilustré to, ka ir aplukota péc iespéjas dazadu cilvéku (dazadu vecumu,
dzimumu, regionu utt.) pieredze.

Kopuma analizétie dzivesstasti sniedz informaciju par:

1) to, ka Otra pasaules kara notikumi (pirma padomju okupacija,

vacu okupacija un Sarkanas armijas otrreizéja ienaksana Latvijas
teritorija) ietekméja Latvijas iedzivotaju dzives un kados apstaklos



1944.-1945. gada vini pameta savas majas. Atminas par kara sakuma
periodu sniedz iespéju analizét, vai pastav (un, ja pastav, tad cik liela)
saistiba starp $1 perioda pieredzi (galvenokart attieciba uz represijam)
un bégsanu 1944.-1945. gada;

2) dazadiem bég$anas veidiem un virzieniem, ka ari par béglu parvietosa-
nos, cela piedzivotajam gratibam, ka ari sadziviskiem jautajumiem (vai
aizejot tika aizslégtas maju durvis; cik ilga laika notika sapakosanas;
kas tika nemts lidzi; kadi transportlidzekli izmantoti; kur parlaistas
naktis u. c.);

3) cilveku uztveri, sastopoties ar lidz $§im sava dzivé nepieredzétam
situdcijam un apstakliem. Pieméram, vai cilvéki apzinajas, ka pastav
iespéja neatgriezties, ka vini reagéja uz cela piedzivotajam briesmam,
ka izturéjas pret varas parstavjiem, kas palidzéja vai traucéja vinu béglu
gaitas, u. c. Tapat rodas iespéja analizét, ka $o procesu uztvéra bérni
un ka pieaugusie, ka ari atSkiribas starp sieviesu un viriesu stastiem un
atminam.

Analizéjot minétos aspektus, iespéju robezas méginats noskirt, kuras epizo-
des balstitas dzivesstastu autoru pasu pieredzé un kuras balstitas novérojumos;
kad stastijums atbilst konkrétiem faktiem un kad tie nav zinami vai ir sapladusi;
kad novérojama kolektivas atminas ietekme un narativs drizak uzskatams par
simbolisku véstijumu. Katra dzivesstasta gadijuma Sie faktori vértéti atseviski,
veicot avota iek$éjo kritiku, ka ari konfrontéjot tos ar citiem pieejamajiem
avotiem un literatiru.

Papildus mutvardu véstures avotiem, promocijas darba izstradé izmantoti
ari preses izdevumi (galvenokart laikraksts “Tévija”), kas lauj izsekot tam, ka
laika posma no 1944. gada vidus lidz 1945. gada aprila beigam tika realizéta
vacu okupiacijas iestazu evakuicijas politika. Promocijas darba pétiti gan
periodika publicétie oficialie pazinojumi, kuri attiecas uz evakuacijas norisi un
kuru patiesums nav apSaubams, gan tas, ka laikrakstu saturs tika izmantots
okupacijas rezima propagandai. Tas ir batiski, jo propaganda varéja ietekmét
to, ka Latvijas iedzivotaji uztvéra notiekoso, un attiecigi ietekmét vinu lémumu
noteiktas situacijas, pieméram, doties vai nedoties béglu gaitas. Tadéjadi, lai gan
okupacijas laika preses izdevumos sniegta informacija javérté piesardzigi, tie
atklaj manipulacijas metodes, ar kadam okupacijas rezZims méginaja ietekmét
iedzivotaju pasaules uzskatu un centas panakt sev vélamo ricibu.

Péttjuma struktiira un metodes

Promocijas darbs sastav no ievada, avotu un literatiiras apskata, cetram
nodalam un secinajumiem. To papildina izmantoto avotu un literattras saraksts
un septini pielikumi.

Pirmaja nodala sniegts promocijas darba teorétiskais un metodologiskais
ietvars. Vispirms taja analizéti dazadie jédzieni, ar kadiem tiek aprakstita



atsevisku cilvéku vai cilvéku grupu piespiedu dosanas prom no savas valsts,
ka ari apzinati un skaidroti batiskakie béglu un piespiedu migracijas studiju
virzieni un teorijas. Nodalas turpindjuma analizéts kolektivas atminas feno-
mens un tas loma trimdas latviesu kopiena. Bez $o jautajumu izpratnes nebutu
iespéjama talakajas nodalas risinata bég$anas un evakuacijas makrolimena un
mikrolimena analize.

Otraja nodala, balstoties lidzsinéja historiografija un publicétajos avotos,
sniegts parskats par nacistiskas Vacijas planiem Latvijas iedzivotaju evakuacijai,
$o planu realizaciju, ka ari spontanas béglu kustibas dazadajiem veidiem un
virzieniem gan Latvijas, gan Vacijas reiha teritorija, ka ari bég$anu pari jurai
uz Gotlandi. Nodalas nosléguma apskatita kopéja Rietumos nonakuso béglu
statistika un raksturojums, ka ari aplakota Igaunijas un Lietuvas béglu pieredze,
tadéjadi ievietojot Latvijas béglu pieredzi plasaka konteksta.

Tre$aja nodala secigi analizéti visi béganas posmi un to atspogulojums
trimdas latvie$u atminas. Vispirms aplikota bégsanas motivacija, taja skaita
analizéjot pirmas padomju okupacijas pieredzes korelaciju ar cilvéku lemumiem
1944. gada, ka ari nacistiskas Vacijas propagandas ietekmi. Talak aplakoti
apstakli, kados cilvéki atstaja savas dzivesvietas, un talakas gaitas Latvijas
teritorija, veidi un apstakli, kados vina atstaja Latvijas teritoriju, ka ar1 dzives
apstakli vai nu Vacijas reiha teritorija vai Zviedrija. Nodalas nosléguma anali-
zéta materialo vértibu nozime béglu gaitu laika, ka ari vértibu un uz vértibam
orientétas ricibas atspogulojums bég$anas narativos.

Ceturta nodala veltita specifisku grupu (sievieSu un virie§u, bérnu un
pusaudzu) bégsanas narativu analizei. Lai to daritu, vispirms sniegts ieskats
sievie$u, virie$u, bérnu un pusaudzu atminu un piespiedu migracijas pieredzes
ipatnibas, bet talak detalizéti analizéti katras grupas bégsanas narativi, tadéjadi
gistot niansétaku skatljumu uz $o procesu.

Promocijas darba izstradé izmantota hronologiski un problémjautajumu
apraksto$a metode, ka ari kvalitativo pétijumu metodologija, kur pétijjuma
avoti — dzivesstastu intervijas — tiek uzlukoti ka sociali konstruéti teksti, pétnieka
un pétjjuma dalibnieku dialogs noteikta sociala un kultaras konteksta (Riessman
2008). Pétijumu teorétiska perspektiva balstita atzina, ka cilvéka stasta par savu
dzivi ir savstarpéji saistiti un cits citu strukturé valoda, kada stasts tiek stastits;
apzina un atmina; kultairas tradicija un komunikacijas modeli; tapat butiska
loma tiek saskatita kopienas atminas un dzivesstastu attiecibu izpété. Pétot
dzivesstastus, pamata izmantoti divi analizes veidi - narativa un rekonstruktiva
analize. Rekonstruktivaja analizé dzivesstasts izmantots ka avots, uz kura balstit
pagatnes notikumu jeb uzvedibas modelu rekonstrukciju; savukart narativa
analizé fokuss ir uz pasu interviju ka mutvardu tekstu (Thompson 2000).
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GALVENIE SECINAJUMI

Trimdas latvie$u atminu padzilinata izpéte apliecina, ka ari kara un oku-
pacijas apstaklos cilvéki nav uztverami tikai ka sava veida mehanismi, kas bez
izvéles iespéjam reagé uz noteiktiem stimuliem. Tiesi pretéji: $is atminas izce]
to, ka tomeér pastavéja (un tika realizétas) gan izvéles iespéjas, gan ricibspéjas, lai
ari dazkart tas bija niecigas. Sada atzina sava zina ir pretruna ar apgalvojumu,
kas laika gaita nostiprinajies gan trimdas sabiedribas kolektivaja, gan gandriz
katra trimdinieka individualaja apzina, proti, “mums nebija citas iespéjas ka
vien bégt”. Tacu $1 apgalvojuma nekritiska pienemsana nozimétu ignorét to,
ko atklaj avoti: ka lémumi par do$anos prom tika pienemti ne tikai reaktivi
(reagéjot uz tieSam briesmam), bet ari preventivi (izvértéjot potencialos riskus)
un ka biezi vien identiskos apstaklos (esot parliecinatiem par drizu Latvijas
atbrivosanu, atrodoties $kirti no tuvakajiem gimenes locekliem, izjatot dzilu
piekerSanos dzimtajai zemei u. tml.) tomér tika pienemti atskirigi lémumi
(doties vai nedoties prom), turklat pat viena gimené vai dzimta. Tapat, lai gan
pétitie avoti kopuma apliecinaja, ka ari otra trimdas kolektivaja atmina dzili
nostiprinajusies izjata — meés visi bégam no komunisma - daudzéjada zina
atbilst patiesibai, tomér vienlaikus tie radija iespéju uzlikot béglu motivaciju
mikrolimeni, atklajot:

1) faktorus, uz kuriem balstijas bailes no otrreizéjas padomju varas
ienaksanas Latvija (pasa vai gimenes loceklu, vai tuvu lidzcilvéku
piedzivotas represijas pirmas padomju okupacijas laika; 1941. gada
14. junija deportaciju atstatais nospiedosais iespaids; nespéja pienemt
komunistisko ideologiju un valsts iekartu; pasa vai gimenes loceklu
piederiba komunistu neatzitiem politiskajiem spékiem, tuvinieku
dienests vacu militarajos spékos vai ari pirmskara un vacu okupacijas
laika ienemtie noteiktie amati; ka ari Sarkanas armijas asociésana ar
eksaltétu brutalitati un nenovér§amu iznicibu);

2) to, ka cilvéki lémumus nepienéma izolacija, bet gan ietekméjas no sav-
starpéja komunikacija un publiskajos masu medijos iegtitas informaci-
jas, uz kuru vini palavas un kura bija saistita gan ar bégsanas iemesliem
(pieméram, publiskajos medijos izplatita propaganda par Sarkanas
armijas ricibu ienemtajos apgabalos), gan ar bégSanas virzieniem un
galamérkiem (pieméram, pretruniga informacija par apstakliem, kadi
béglus sagaidija Vacija);

3) dazados apstaklus, kados cilvéki pienéma ar bég$anu saistitos lemu-
mus - tas tika darits gan dazu stundu laika, gan ilgsto$u diskusiju
rezultata, izsverot gan racionalus, gan dazkart iracionalus faktorus;

4) to, ka dala cilvéku pievienojas béglu kustibai, to nevélédamies, bet
paklaudamies aréjam iespaidam (visbiezak tuviniekiem) vai pat neap-
zinadamies potencialas sekas (iespéju, ka vini atstas Latviju).
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Sada sistematizacija izce] to, ka béglu kustiba nebija viendabiga, bet sastavéja
no individiem ar at$kirigam pieredzém, dazadiem pasaules uzskatiem un ricibas
stratégijam.

Lidzas béglu motivacijai trimdas latvieSu atminas par béglu gaitam lauj
strukturali aplakot ari citus bégsanas procesa aspektus, kas promocijas darba
darits, sadalot $o procesu tris posmos: bég$ana Latvijas teritorija, izbrauk-
$ana no Latvijas un béglu gaitas arpus Latvijas teritorijas. Tika noskaidrots,
ka Latvijas teritorija béglu gaitas, tam péksni aizsakoties, nereti ilga daudzu
méne$u garuma, bégliem atrodot patvérumu vai nu pazistamu vai nepazistamu
cilvéku 1pasumos un atkal virzoties uz prieksu tad, kad frontes linija bija pie-
tuvojusies bistama attaluma. Visai biezi bija vérojams ari tas, ka cela sakotnéji
devas lielas Jauzu grupas, kas laika gaita izklida un sadalijas, tapéc béglu gaitas
arpus Latvijas turpinaja tikai dala no visiem bégliem, kas bija atstajusi majas.
Interesanti, ka kopuma, neraugoties uz to, cik ilgas bija béglu gaitas Latvijas
teritorija, dzivesstastos tam tiek veltita visai neliela uzmaniba, neatsaucot atmina
bégsanas sadziviskos apstaklus, bet ta vieta koncentréjoties uz izjutam, kadas
radija maju atstasana un béglu gaitu sakums, uz dramatiskiem vai, tie$i pretéji,
komiskiem notikumiem, kuri atgadijusies cela, ka ari uz tiem veidiem (ar zirgu
vezumiem, izmantojot dzelzcela satiksmi un personigos auto), ka bégli sasniedza
vietu, no kuras atstaja Latviju.

Saja konteksta daudz spilgtak izcelas tas, ka atminas tiek atspogulota
Latvijas atstagana: ta visbiezak notika pa jiras celu un nereti ir ieguvusi sim-
bolisku nozimi ka robezskirtne, kas noteica béglu talako likteni (retrospektivi
skatoties — klasanu par trimdiniekiem). Tadéjadi, lai gan brauciens ar kugi (vai
laivu, ja bégli devas uz Zviedriju) bija relativi isa epizode kopéja béglu cela,
vairuma gadijjumu ta tomér dzili iespiedusies cilvéku atminas un tiek aprakstita
arldzivesstastos. To darot, visbiezak atmina tiek atsaukta brauciena laika izjusta
apdraudéjuma sajuta, ko radija bieZie gaisa un zemudens uzbrukumi un kas lika
dalai cilvéku meklét mierindjumu ticiba augstakiem spékiem vai, tiesi pretéji,
radija vienaldzibu pret apkart notieko$o. Lai gan nereti tiek izceltas ari brauciena
sadziviskas puses (jo Ipasi to cilvéku atminas, kas ar laivam devas uz Zviedriju,
jo tas bieZi vien notika pat vél lielaka saspiestiba un neértiba), tomér jasecina,
ka detalas par sadziviskajam (ari higiéniskajam) gratibam, no vienas puses,
slikti saglabajas atmina; no otras puses, tiek noklusétas, ta vieta izcelot to, ka,
tas parciesot, tika sasniegts galvenais béglu mérkis — attalinasanas no Sarkanas
armijas un lidz ar to - padomju varas.

Runajot par treSo posmu, proti, béglu gaitam péc izbrauksanas no Latvijas,
tika secinats, ka tas dazadu faktoru iespaida varéja norisinaties loti dazadi.
To béglu gadijuma, kas devas uz Vacijas reiha teritoriju, butiskakais no $iem
faktoriem bija tas, vai vini devas uz jau iepriek$ sarunatu vai zinamu vietu
(pie radiniekiem, draugiem vai pazinam, ar ko tika uzturéti sakari darba jau-
tajumos) vai ari tiem $adas zinamas adreses nebija. Ja pirmaja gadijuma talaka
béglu dzive biezi vien tika pavadita visai mierigos apstaklos, tad otraja tie bija
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pilniba paklauti vacu béglu uznemsanas politikas mérkiem un kartibai, dalai
nonakot bezpalidziga stavokli. Avoti gan atklaj, ka §is bezpalidzibas stavoklis
nav absolutizéjams, jo, izradot pietickamu apnémibu un aktivi iestajoties par
savam tiesibam, it ipasi talit péc ierasanas Vacija, latvie$u bégli varéja ietekmét
gan savu galamérki, gan nodarbinatibas veidu. To darot, vini parasti centas
izmantot iesp&ju doties uz kadu vietu, kur jau bija nonakusi vai kur devas citi
latvie$i un kur pasiem bija iespéjams atrast sev iztikas lidzeklus (visbiezak —
atrast darbu pie vietéjiem lauksaimniekiem). Tas parada, ka pat kara apstaklos
béglu parvieto$anas pa reiha teritoriju notika saméra viegli, turklat latviesu
bégli aktivi izmantoja savstarpéjas sazinasanas iespéjas, tada veida mekléjot un
atrodot gan moralu, gan loti praktisku atbalstu dzivesvietas, darba un iztikas
lidzeklu jautajumos.

Divas galvenas nozares, kuras Vacija tika nodarbinati latviesu bégli, bija
ripnieciba (darbs dazadas fabrikas) un lauksaimnieciba; neliela dala tika
nodarbinati ari ka mazkvalificéti specialisti; tapat bija tadi, kas sava sociala
stavokla un ienemto amatu dél (valsts iestazu darbinieki, garidznieki u. tml.),
ka ari tadeél, ka bieZi vien viniem netrtaka finansialo lidzeklu, spéja nodrosinat
sev dzivesvietu un iztiku bez algota darba stradasanas. Bégli, kas bija nodarbi-
nati ripnieciba, tika izmitinati vai nu barakas vai, retakos gadijumos, tuksos
dzivoklos vai majas; tiem izsniegtas uzturdevas bija stipri ierobezotas; vini bija
pastiprinati paklauti gaisa uzlidojumu briesmam, jo tie mérktiecigi tika virziti
uz ripniecibas regioniem. Savukart lauku darbos iesaistito béglu dzives apstakli
liela méra bija atkarigi no vietéjo iedzivotaju attieksmes, pie kuriem vini tika
nodarbinati un izmitinati, tapat no béglu prasmém un ari lidzi panemtajam
materialajam vértibam (nauda, medikamenti, spirts u. c.).

Otrs faktors, kas butiski ietekméja béglu gaitas Vacijas reiha teritorijas,
bija tas, vai un cik atri viniem izdevas nonakt vietas, ko neapdraudéja Sarkana
armija. Nemot véra béglu izvieto$anas politiku, liela dala nonaca reiha ziemel-
austrumos — bijusaja Polijas teritorija un Sudetija, tapéc butiska vinu pieredzes
dala bija otrreizéja bégsana no Sarkanas armijas. Sim procesam bija liela lidziba
ar to, ka notika bégsana vél Latvijas teritorija: Sarkana armija biezi vien atradas
tikai neliela attaluma un biezi vien ari apsteidza béglus, kurus turklat apdraudéja
gaisa uzlidojumi un nejausas apsaudes; saspringtajos un cilvékiem neierastajos
apstaklos viegli notika dazadi nelaimes gadijumi. Tapat butiski, ka ne Latvijas
teritorija, ne arpus tas bégliem nebija pieejama informacija par frontes parvie-
to$anas atrumu un virzienu, tapéc tas, vai viniem izdevas no tas izvairities,
liela méra bija nejausibas un veiksmes jautajums. Dazkart liela nozime, gan
pirmoreiz, gan otrreiz bégot no Sarkanas armijas, bija ari varas (administrativas
un militaras) parstavju izraditajam atbalstam. Ta, uzsakot béglu gaitas Latvija,
nereti tiesi vacu karaviri vai vietéjas administracijas parstavji ne tikai mudinaja
cilvékus doties prom, bet ari sniedza praktisku atbalstu (pieméram, palidzot ar
transportu vai noradot, uz kurieni doties). Savukart, otro reizi bégot no Sarkanas
armijas jau Vacijas reiha teritorija, biezi vien tie$i Rietumu sabiedrotie izradija
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pretimnaksanu latvie$u bégliem, gan laujot (un pat aktivi palidzot) tiem $kérsot
okupacijas zonu robezas, gan bridinot par noteiktu teritoriju atdosanu padomju
pusei. Kopuma béglu atminas parada to, cik batiska nozime bégsanas procesa
bija lidzcilvéku (citu latviesu, vietéjo vaciesu, polu un citu tautibu parstaviju)
palidzibai un atbalstam, bez kuras izdzivot dazkart batu bijis neiespéjami.

Béglu atminas par otrreizéjo bégsanu no Sarkanas armijas atklaj ari to,
ka, pretéji visparéjam pienémumam, dalai no tiem béglu gaitas nenoslédzas
lidz ar Vacijas kapitulaciju. Sie bégli bija nonakusi padomju ietekmes zona, kur
pavadija vairakus ménesus, dazkart pat ilgak, lidz viniem izdevas noklat kada
no Rietumu sabiedroto okupacijas zonam (tas notika slepus, ar kukuldosanas
palidzibu vai izliekoties par vaciesiem).

Runajot par tiem bégliem, kam izdevas nonakt Zviedrija, tika secinats, ka
vinu béglu gaitas sava zina izbeidzas taja bridi, kad vini izkapa Gotlandes krasta.
Protams, ari $ie cilvéki lidz pat kara beigam ceréja, ka driz varés atgriezties
Latvija, lidz ar to vini, tapat ka Vacija nonakusie bégli, dzivoja nenoteiktibas
apstaklos. Tomér vini vairs nebija paklauti kara briesmam (partikas trakums,
uzlidojumi, frontes tuvo$anas) un vinu dzive loti atri normalizéjas.

To, ka béglu gaitas atkariba no to virziena — Vacijas vai Zviedrijas - bija
stipri at8kirigas, apstiprina ari to citadais atspogulojama veids dzivesstastos.
Proti, vislielaka uzmaniba Zviedrija nonakuso béglu dzivesstastos tiek vérsta
uz apstakliem, kados (un kapéc) tika atstatas majas, tapat detalizéti aplukojot
celu lidz jarai un pari tai, savukart laiks péc izkapsanas krasta tiek aprakstits
salidzino§i isi un shematiski. Pretéji tam - Vacijas reiha teritorijas nonakusie
beégli savos dzivesstastos vienlidz lielu uzmanibu velta visiem bég$anas posmiem;
turklat, ja vini piedzivoja otrreizéjo bégsanu no Sarkanas armijas, nereti kopéja
bégsanas stasta tiesi is narativs tiek izcelts visspilgtak, visticamak, tadél, ka tas
pasvitro to, cik lielas piles un cik daudz gratibu vini bijusi gatavi parvarét, lai
noklutu drosiba, tas ir, arpus padomju ietekmes zonas.

Jauzsver, ka $is motivs — centieni izvairities no Sarkanas armijas un padomju
varas —, ka ari savas bégsanas piespiedu rakstura izcel$ana (pretstatot to labakas
dzives meklésanai) caurvij lielako dalu trimdas latviesu dzivesstastu. Tapat loti
bieZi bég$anas narativos tiek ievitas laimigu sagadisanos un liktenigu notikumu
témas — vai nu runajot par to, ka izbégsana notikusi pasa pédéja bridi, vai
uzsverot kada notikuma, kas lavis izglabties no potencialam briesmam, ipaso
nozimi; nereti vérojams ari tas, ka ar veiksmi vai augstaku spéku iejauksanos
tiek skaidroti notikumi, kuros skaidri saredzama pasu béglu aktiva riciba un
iniciativa, kas atminu narativos nereti tiek nokluséta. Pédéjais apgalvojums
gan vairak attiecas uz sievie$u atminam, kuru izpéte atklaja, ka vinas savos
bégsanas narativos, pirmkart, izce] virie$u vadoso lomu béglu gaitu laika;
otrkart, biezi uzsver, ka daudzas situacijas ir jutu$as apmulsusas un nobijusas;
treskart, uz visparéjo béglu cieSanu fona mazina sevis piedzivota nozimi. Tomér,
neraugoties uz $o atminé$anas un stastisanas praksi, analizétie dzivesstasti
spilgti atspogulo ari to, ka béglu gaitu laika sievietes izradija gan atjautibu, gan
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drosmi, gan nepiekapibu, kas bija nepiecieSamas, lai parvarétu tas grutibas, ar
ko saskaras ikviens béglis, neraugoties uz savu dzimumu, bet vél jo vairak tas
specifiskas briesmas, kas kara apstaklos draudéja sievietém. Runajot par §im
specifiskajam briesmam, proti, seksualo vardarbibu, kam Vacijas reiha teritorija
bija paklautas ne tikai Vacijas pamatiedzivotajas, bet ari bégles, jasecina, ka
dzivesstastos atsauces uz $adam paradibam tiek minétas, tikai runajot par citu
cilvéku pieredzi vai atsaucoties uz baumam, bet nekad attieciba uz sevi (iznemot
tad, ja tiek aprakstita laimiga izglabsanas). Sads novérojams gan nenozimé, ka
latvie$u bégles netika paklautas seksualai vardarbibai; tas apliecina vien to, ka
sievietes dzivesstastu intervijas loti reti atklaj $adu pieredzi, kuras pétniecibai
tade] izmantojami citi avoti un metodes.

Atskiriba no sievietém virie$i daudz vairak bég$anas narativos atklaj savas
personibas un aktivas ricibas lomu, skatot bég$anas procesu caur “es” prizmu
(sievietes visuma lieto “més” formu), ka ari izcelot dazadus piedzivojumus un
problému risinasanu, ar ko bijis jasaskaras béglu gaitu laika. Tapéc Sie bégsanas
narativi nereti iegist piedzivojumu stastu aprises, kuros viens bistams notikums
nomaina citu un veiksmes momenti ir vienmeér klatesosi, lai gan liela méra
saistiti ar pasu izveicibu, pieredzi un zinasanam.

Runajot par bérnu un pusaudzu pieredzi béglu gaitas, var secinat, ka ta, lai
gan nesaraujami bija saistita ar pieauguso ricibu un reakciju noteiktas situacijas
(seviski briesmas), tomér pieaugusa vecuma un ar laika distanci vini veido savu
§1s pieredzes interpretaciju, kas varbat pat vairak neka pieauguso atminas par $o
laiku ietver izturibas, ceribas un optimisma elementus. Tas viennozimigi saistits
ar to, ka bérniem un pusaudziem gan fiziski, gan emocionali grutais bégsanas
periods varéja but vieglak izturams neka pieaugus$ajiem, jo vini, pirmkart, elas-
tigak piemérojas parmainam,; otrkart, gan vecaki, gan citas pavadosas personas
pielika lielas piiles, lai raditu vinos drosibas sajatu.

Ta ka bégsanas narativi tikusi analizéti gan individuali (katrs dzivesstasts),
gan skatot tos visus kopuma, rodas iespéja saskatit ari trimdas latviesu kolekti-
vas atminas atstatos nospiedumus, kas visspilgtak izpauzas taja, ka dzivesstastos
tiek pamatota bégsana. Proti, gandriz ikvienu dzivesstastu caurvij narativs par
to, ka nepastavéja citas iespéjas ka vien bégt (citadi “mums dzivibas nav”), ar ko
apzinati vai neapzinati tiek uzsverts, ka visi bégli devas prom piespiedu karta,
censoties izbégt no “baiga gada” atkartosanas. Tas ari apstiprina, ka mits par
“baigo gadu” bija buitiska dala no trimdas identitates, ar to neméginot mazinat
pirmas padomju okupacijas nezéliga rakstura un izdarito noziegumu nozimi, bet
uztverot mitu ka zimju un simbolu sistému, kuras galvenais uzdevums ir radit
prieksstatus par cilvékiem nozimigiem esamibas jautajumiem un kura definé
kopienas identitati, nodrosinot socialo un kultiiras normu parraidi un radot
péctecibas apzinu. Si nospieduma dzila iesaknosanas ipasi uzskatami paradas
talaika bérnu atminas, kuras, par spiti tam, ka vini pasi tolaik vél nevaréja
skaidri identificét un definét apkart notieko$o, skaidri saklausama apzina par
netaisnigi zaudéto dzimteni un padomju varas nodarjjumiem. Saprotams, ka
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$ada mediéta izpratne un atminas veidojas un nostiprinajas tiesa kolektivas
atminas ietekmé - caur literataru (publicétas atminas, dailliteratira), medi-
jiem (trimdas periodiskie izdevumi), izglitibas sistému (latviesu skolu tikls
DP nometneés, vélak — svétdienas skolas un vasaras nometnes) un socialo komu-
nikaciju, kura séras par Latviju un tas atstasanu tika atkal un atkal aktualizétas.
Tomér interesanti, ka viens no kolektivas atminas nospiedumiem ir saistams
ar “baiga gada” pieredzes un bailu no padomju varas izcel$anu individualajas
atminas, bet attieciba uz bégsanas laika piedzivotajam gratibam un potenciali
traumatiskiem notikumiem vérojams pretéjs efekts, jo uz kolektivo béglu cie-
$anu fona individualas cie$anas drizak tiek noklusétas vai vismaz mazinatas,
izcelot galveno - izbégSanu no padomju varas un klaganu par trimdiniekiem.
Kopuma trimdas latvie$u dzivesstastos sniegtais detalizétais apraksts, lai
gan tiek stastits vairak neka 50 gadus péc notikumiem, tomér spilgti ataino
psihologiskos un emocionalos apstaklus, ka ari materialas un sadziviskas
problémas, ar kuram bégli saskaras konkrétaja vésturiskaja situacija, un padara
saprotamakus tos visparinajumus, ar kadiem izcelo$anas process ierasti tiek
attélots véstures literatiira. Sads secinajums apstiprina mutvardu véstures avotu
ipaso devumu, proti, to spéju ienest vésturiskos pétijumos cilvéciskas emocijas
un iemiesoto pieredzi jeb individualo dimensiju. Tie$i atminas un dzivesstasti ir
lavusi promocijas darba prieksplana izvirzit nevis politikas un administracijas
limeni, bet pasus béglus, kas pretéja gadijuma tiek uztverti ka cilvéku kopums
bez konkrétam sejam un véstures. Tapat tie ir Javusi béglu gaitas analizét visas
to izpausmés, nekoncentréjoties tikai uz to sakuma un nosléguma punktu. Tas
ir pretéji tam, ka tas ierasti tiek attélotas gan zinatniskos pétijumos, gan masu
medijos — proti, ka tie$a pareja no béglu izcelsmes vietas uz bégsanas galameérki,
aizstajot sikaku iztirzajumu ar taisnvirziena bultu, kas savieno abus Sos punktus.
Saja ierastaja skatijuma daudz lielaka uzmaniba tiek pievérsta tiem faktoriem,
kas izraisijusi bégsanu (kara un brunoto konfliktu vésture), ka ar tam gratibam
un izaicinajumiem, kas béglus sagaida jaunajas dzivesvietas (juridiska statusa
iegisana, dzive béglu nometnés, integracija, potenciala stigmatizacija u. tml.).
Tie nenoliedzami ir batiski jautajumi, tomeér tadéjadi tiek aizmirsts vai ignoréts,
ka ari pati bégsana ir komplekss un nozimigs socials process, kas atstaj fiziskus,
emocionalus un psihologiskus nospiedumus uz bégliem - vinu talako dzivi,
identitati un atminam. Tadéjadi promocijas darba veikta bég$anas procesa ana-
lize, ka ari guitais apstiprinajums mutvardu véstures avotu Ipasajam devumam
var sniegt ierosmi ari talakiem pétjjumiem par trimdas vésturi - gan par trim-
dinieku talako dzivi mitnes zemés, gan par vinu identitates jautdjumiem. Tapat
darba gutas atzinas, it ipasi tas, kas lauj spriest par apstakliem, kados ari kara
laika cilvéki pienem lémumus, ka ari izmantota pieeja analizét béglu gaitas visas
tas izpausmés ir izmantojamas pétijumos par béglu krizém, kas radusas citos
laikos un regionos, taja skaita par musdienas Latvija ieplusto$ajiem bégliem.
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ABSTRACT

The doctoral thesis “Memories of Refugee Journey during World War II
in Life-stories of Exile Latvians” examines the fleeing prompted by the Second
World War (1944-1945) as reflected in the life stories of exiled Latvians of
the National Oral History Archive. The focus of the study is on various aspects
of the fleeing process, such as the motivation of the fleeing, the correlation
between the experiences of individuals during the first Soviet occupation and
taking the decision in 1944/1945, the influence of Nazi German propaganda,
the importance of material values and value-oriented behaviour in the process
of fleeing, as well as the stages of the refugee movement: leaving home, being
refugees within the territory of Latvia, departure from Latvia, being refugees
in the territory of the German Reich and refugee life in Sweden. An in-depth
study of the aforementioned questions, during which the origin, types and
individual dimension of the refugee movement are analysed, simultaneously
highlighting the value of oral testimonies, can be considered a novelty not only
in a little-studied aspect of Latvian historiography, but also in exploration of
wider forced migration processes.

Keywords: World War II, refugees, forced migration, memories, oral history
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS

Relevance and research novelty

The Second World War caused an unprecedented mass movement of ref-
ugees and displaced persons in Europe. Statistically, the refugees! from Latvia
and other Baltic states constituted a small part of this entirety, yet each of these
people, who had left behind their homes, relatives, friends and national culture,
represented a personal tragedy, as well as caused a significant loss to the Latvian
state, which had been deprived both of its statehood and a third of its citizens
as a result of the Second World War. It is relevant that during the long years
of occupation, it was the refugees who had settled in the Western countries
(subsequently - exile Latvians?) who, with different methods and in different
arenas (both in their new home countries and on a global scale), kept alive
the idea of the independence of the Republic of Latvia and the hope that it
would be restored. Hence, the study of exile phenomenon and community in all
its aspects is an important part of the history of the Latvian state and society.

In the historiography to date, the movement of the Latvian Second World
War refugees most frequently has been viewed in the context of the general
course of the Second World War in the territory of Latvia and the changes
of occupation powers, or as a process that started the history of exile. Most
often, these studies provide an insight into the evacuation process planned and
implemented by the German occupation authorities, describe the main types
and directions of evacuation and fleeing, as well as attempt to scrupulously
clarify the number and composition of refugees. However, much less attention
has been paid to the experience of individuals and different groups (for example,
women and men, children and young people) in the process of fleeing. This
approach resonates with the observation made at the international level that
studies on the origins of forced migrant flows are very rare, as researchers often
perceive and analyse refugees not as individual people, but as stimulus-response
mechanisms (Davenport, Moore, Poe, 2003, 30-31). However, if it is accepted
that these people also have choices and individual survival strategies (both at
the beginning of embarking upon fleeing and during the entire process), it is

! The residents of Latvia, who in 1944/1945 with the invasion of the Red Army in the territory
of Latvia were forcibly evacuated or voluntarily fled to the West, can be designated by various
terms (forced migrants, displaced persons, refugees). However, taking into account both
their self-identification and the fact that the Western Allies recognized as justified their fear
of persecution and consequent reluctance to return to Soviet Latvia, which corresponds to
the classic definition of refugees, this term is used in the thesis.

The term “exile Latvians” denotes all Latvian refugees scattered across the world after
the Second World War, who did not return to Latvia, but went to live permanently in various
countries of the world outside the Soviet Union, and the so-called Eastern Bloc countries.
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essential to study refugees at the micro level and explain what influences their
decisions and actions.

In order to analyse fleeing at the individual level, it is necessary to seek and
apply new methods and sources, which can enable the studies of fleeing not only
at the micro level, but also as a social process. One of such methods and groups
of sources that allows for the analysis of historical events and processes in cases
where extensive documentary material is not available, furthermore, permitting
research of the aspects that are not recorded or are only partially recorded
in written sources, is oral history (hereinafter - OH), which has emerged in
Latvia in the early 1990s and has become a respected research direction in such
fields of science as sociology, anthropology and folkloristics, while being used
unjustifiably seldom in historical research.

In Latvia, the National Oral History (hereinafter - NOH) project is the initi-
ative, which has been most extensively engaged in research based on OH sources.
During its almost 30 years of existence, more than 4,700 life story interviews
have been accumulated in NOH collection, capturing the stories of the experi-
ences of a wide variety of people and making them freely available to researchers.
A significant part of the NOH collection is made up of interviews with exile
Latvians, who in their life stories extensively examine their experiences of fleeing
during 1944/45. Consequently, these interviews form the basis of this study.

The study, which synthesizes the theories and findings of various fields of
science (history, sociology, anthropology, etc.) and in-depth studies of memories
of Second World War refugees, revealing both the common features of the ref-
ugee movement and the individual dimension, can be considered a novelty not
only in the little-studied aspect of Latvian historiography, but also concerning
research of wider processes of forced migration. In addition, since all the stages
and manifestations of the fleeing is analysed, the flight is also explored as a social
process: the experience gained therewith could both traumatize the refugees and
give them new strength, leaving a physical, emotional and psychological imprint
on their subsequent lives.

Goal, tasks and chronological boundaries

The aim of the doctoral thesis is to analyse the Second World War refugee
memories in the life stories of exile Latvians preserved in the National Oral
History Archive, focusing both on the reflection of fleeing and the memories
themselves, studying the specific characteristics of the memories of different
experience groups and drawing attention to the manifestations of the collective
memory of exile community.

To achieve the goal, four tasks were proposed, which were addressed in
the corresponding chapters of the thesis.

1. To identify and explain the most important directions and theories of
refugee and forced migration studies, which facilitate and contribute to
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the macro-level and micro-level analysis of the fleeing process, while also

drawing attention to the collective memory phenomenon of the exile

Latvian community.

2. Based on the existing historiography and published sources, to research
and describe the historical circumstances and organization of the evacu-
ation and fleeing of Latvian refugees, the various types and directions of
the refugee flow in the territories of Latvia and the German Reich, as well
as the fleeing across the sea to Sweden.

3. To systematize and analyse specific aspects of the process of fleeing and
related memories (motivation of fleeing, the progress of fleeing and living
conditions of refugees in Latvia and beyond, the meaning of material values
during fleeing, as well as the reflection of values and value-oriented behav-
iour) on both an individual and collective level.

4. To study the traits and specific characteristics pertaining to experiences of
fleeing and narratives of fleeing imparted by specific groups (women and
men, children and adolescents).

Since the research object of the thesis is memories, its chronological bound-
aries are difficult to define. On the one hand, the focus of the current study
is a process whose confines in time are clear - from July 1944, when the Red
Army entered Latvia for the second time and the mass movement of refugees
in the direction of west began, until May 1945, when Nazi Germany capitulated
and commenced the period of displaced persons’ (DP) camps. On the other
hand, it should be taken into account that “memory consists of constant actu-
alisations of the past from the perspective of the present” (Stogner, 2009, 207),
therefore the chronological frame of the work is also determined by the time
of creation of the analysed sources (telling of memories), namely, the 1990s and
the first decade of the 2000s.

Sources

The main source base of the doctoral thesis consists of oral history sources —
life story interviews, which are stored in the National Oral History Collection.
Oral history sources (oral testimonies of eyewitnesses and participants of
historical events, recorded by specialists using modern technologies) and
the research thereof belong to the biographical method or approach, which is
both an interdisciplinary set of methods for analysis of the relationship between
individual lives, social structures and historical processes, as well as studies of
life stories and storytelling, and an important theoretical and methodological
direction in several social sciences and humanities. Although the term “bio-
graphical” suggests that such sources include the individual’s own experience
gained during his or her lifetime, at the same time it also marks a constant
process of (re)interpretation. Consequently, in addition to the images and events
of the past stored in the mind, biographical sources also contain the versions
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of these images and events determined by the individual’s life course, as well
as by the wider social and cultural context, and, moreover, by the fact that
people interpret their experience to form a coherent whole from it. Unlike other
types of sources, oral history sources are created under the direct influence of
the interviewer, who interacts with the person being interviewed. Therefore,
if the content of other types of sources is completely independent and does
not depend on the researcher's needs and hypotheses, that is, represent a solid,
constant text that can only be interpreted, then the content of OH sources largely
depends on the situation of the specific interview, which must be taken into
account, when the internal critique is implemented.

In the development of the thesis, life story interviews from four collections
of the National Oral History Collection were used: Collection IIT “Latvians
in England”; Collection VII “Latvians in Norway”; Collection X “Latvians in
Sweden”; Collection XIV “American Latvian Association's oral history project
“Life-Story in Exile””. These collections have been selected according to both
chronological and representational principles. They are the first exile collections
in the NOH collection, which chronologically follow each other, and they con-
tain extensive information about the departure of refugees to both the German
Reich and Sweden, thus providing an opportunity to consider both directions
of fleeing. In total, 74 interviews corresponded to the topic of the thesis, and
they form its main source base.

Since the thesis contains the analysis of life story interviews, the purpose of
which is to listen to narration of a person's life from the first childhood memo-
ries to the moment of the interview, the story of fleeing, although often one of
the most significant, is only one of the life episodes contained in the material. Its
length and vividity depends mainly on the author of the life story — on how well
this event has remained in his or her memory, on the narrator’s wish to talk about
it, and on the general skills of the storyteller. However, the interviewer, who is
actually a co-author in the creation of the source, to a certain extent also partic-
ipates in shaping of the content (the story can be influenced by the interviewer’s
questions, dialogue, personal attitudes, and the relationship between the inter-
viewer and the author of the interview - the narrator). When the research uses
interviews conducted by others than the researcher himself, it must be accepted
that only the information provided is available without opportunities to ask addi-
tional questions. At the same time, by using a life story and looking at the story
of fleeing in its context, it is possible to analyse how much importance the nar-
rator has allotted to the specific event in his or her life. Likewise, the analysis
of the entire life story allows for a better observation and analysis of the extent
to which the interviewee's memory and truthfulness can be trusted. Analysing
solely the narrative of the fleeing would represent difficulties in this aspect.

Since the basic principle of creating the NOH Collection is to gather
the experiences of as many and as different people as possible, not only socially
and politically active representatives of exile community, but also people of
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various professions and experiences have entrusted their life stories to it. In
general, it can be observed that the authors of life stories speak as openly as
possible about their experiences, and inconsistencies with historical facts, if
any, tend to arise rather due to memory gaps, or frequently because people have
a natural desire to emphasize their role in events and create interest in their lives.

Each of the analysed life stories represent a unique source that can be subject
to internal critique, however, the life stories can also be processed quantitatively,
using the statistical method and characterizing the characteristics of the authors
of the life stories (age at the time of fleeing, gender, social affiliation), as well
as common and different characteristics of fleeing (refugee’s place of residence,
time of departure, type, other family members who departed, the stated reason
for departure, as well as the experience of the first Soviet occupation). In order
to systematically process all sources, during the development of the thesis
a database has been created, including information about each interviewee and
the milestones on his or her journey as a refugee. The database, first of all,
enables analysis of the relationship between individual parameters, for instance,
between the experience of the first Soviet occupation and the indicated reason
for departure, which accordingly allows to judge the motivation of fleeing.
Secondly, it allows to observe how wide a range of age, regional and social
affiliation is represented by the authors of life stories, thereby permitting to
determine whether the source base used in the study corresponds to the gen-
eral parameters of Latvian refugees who came to the West, and also illustrates
the fact that the study considers the experience of as many different people as
possible (of different ages, genders, regions, etc.).

Opverall, the analysed life stories provide information about:

1) The impact of the events of the Second World War (the first Soviet
occupation, the German occupation and the advancement of the Red
Army in the territory of Latvia) upon the lives of Latvian residents
and the conditions under which they left their homes in 1944-1945.
Memories reflecting the beginning of the war provide an opportunity
to analyse whether there is (and if so, to what extent) a connection
between the experiences of this period (mainly in terms of repressions)
and the fleeing in 1944-1945;

2) Different ways and directions of fleeing, as well as the movement of
refugees, the difficulties experienced on the way, as well as domestic
matters (whether the doors of the houses were locked when leaving;
how long it took to pack up; what was taken along; what vehicles were
used; where the nights were spent, etc.);

3) People’s perception when they encounter situations and circumstances
that they have not experienced in their lives before. For example, were
people aware of the possibility of not returning, how did they react
to the dangers they encountered on the way, what was their attitude
toward the authorities who helped or hindered them in their escape, etc.
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Likewise, it becomes possible to analyse how this process was perceived
by children and adults, as well as the differences between women's and
men's stories and memories.

Analysing the aforementioned aspects, as far as possible, an attempt has
been made to distinguish which episodes are based on the authors” own expe-
riences and which are based on observations; when the narrative corresponds to
particular facts and when the facts are unknown or fused; when the influence
of the collective memory can be observed and the narrative should rather be
considered a symbolic message. In the case of each life story, these factors were
evaluated separately, by conducting an internal critique of the source, as well as
by confronting them with other available sources and literature.

In addition to oral history sources, press publications (mainly the newspaper
“Tévija”) were also used in the elaboration of the thesis, enabling the researcher
to trace the implementation of the evacuation policy by the German occupation
authorities in the period from mid-1944 to the end of April 1945. The thesis
explores the official announcements published in the periodicals, which referred
to the evacuation process and whose veracity is not in doubt, as well as provides
an analysis of the newspaper content use for the propaganda of the occupation
regime. This is a substantial direction, because propaganda could influence
the ways how the Latvian population perceived the current events of that time,
and accordingly influence their decision in certain situations, for example, to
flee or not to flee. Thus, although the information provided in the press pub-
lications of the occupation period should be evaluated with caution, the press
reveals the manipulation methods whereby the occupation regime attempted
to influence the population’s worldview and endeavoured to achieve the desired
behaviour of people.

Structure and methods

The thesis consists of an introduction, a review of sources and literature,
four chapters and conclusions. It is supplemented by a list of sources and liter-
ature and seven appendices.

The first chapter presents the theoretical and methodological framework of
the thesis. First of all, the chapter offers the analysis of the various concepts used
to describe the forced departure of individual people or groups of people from
their country, as well as identifies and explains the major directions and theories
of refugee and forced migration studies. This is followed by investigation of
the phenomenon of collective memory and its role in the exile Latvian commu-
nity. Without an understanding of these issues, the macro-level and micro-level
analysis of fleeing and evacuation addressed in the following chapters would
not be possible.

The second chapter, based on the existing historiography and published
sources, provides an overview of Nazi Germany's plans for the evacuation of
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the population of Latvia, the implementation of these plans, as well as the various
types and directions of the spontaneous movement of refugees in the territories
of both Latvia and the German Reich, as well as the escape across the sea to
Gotland. At the end of the chapter, the general statistics and characteristics
of the refugees who came to the West are reviewed, as well as the experience
of the refugees from Estonia and Lithuania, thus placing the experience of
the Latvian refugees in a wider context.

The third chapter sequentially analyses all stages of fleeing and their reflec-
tion in the memories of exile Latvians. First of all, the motivation of fleeing is
examined, also exploring the correlation of the experience of the first Soviet
occupation with people’s decisions in 1944, as well as the influence of Nazi
German propaganda. After that, the chapter explores the conditions in which
people left their places of residence, and their further advancement in the ter-
ritory of Latvia, the ways and conditions in which they left the territory of
Latvia, as well as living conditions either in the territory of the German Reich
or in Sweden. The conclusion of the chapter views the meaning of material
values during the fleeing, as well as the reflection of values and value-oriented
behaviour in the escape narratives.

The fourth chapter is devoted to the analysis of the escape narratives of spe-
cific groups (women and men, children and adolescents). In order to accomplish
this task, first an insight into the specifics of women’s, men’s, children’s and
adolescents’ memories and experiences of forced migration is provided, while
subsequently proceeding with an detailed analysis of the escape narratives of
each group, thus gaining a more nuanced view of this process.

In the development of the doctoral thesis, a chronological and descriptive
method of research questions is used, as well as qualitative research method-
ology, where research sources - life story interviews — are viewed as socially
constructed texts, a dialogue between the researcher and research participants in
a certain social and cultural context (Riessman 2008). The theoretical perspec-
tive of the research is based on the recognition that a person’s story about his or
her life is interconnected and structured by the language in which the story is
told; by consciousness and memory; by cultural tradition and communication
patterns; likewise, an essential role is assigned to the study of the relationship
between community memory and life stories. When studying life stories, two
types of analysis are employed - narrative and reconstructive analysis. In
the reconstructive analysis, the life story is used as a source on which to base
the reconstruction of past events or behaviour patterns, while in narrative anal-
ysis the focus is placed on the interview itself as an oral text (Thompson 2000).
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CONCLUSIONS

The in-depth study of the memories of exile Latvians confirms that, even
in the conditions of war and occupation, people cannot be perceived exclusively
as some kind of mechanisms that react to certain stimuli without choice. On
the contrary: these memories highlight the fact that there were still opportunities
to choose and capacity for action, and these were exercised, however small they
may have been at times. In a sense, such a realization contradicts the statement,
which over time has taken root both in the collective consciousness of the exile
society and in the individual consciousness of almost every person in exile,
that is, “we had no other option but to flee”. However, accepting this statement
uncritically would mean ignoring what the sources reveal: that the decisions to
leave were made not only reactively (in response to immediate danger), but also
preventively (by evaluating potential risks) and that often in identical circum-
stances (being sure of the imminent liberation of Latvia, being separated from
the closest family members, feeling a deep attachment to the native land, etc.)
different decisions were made (to leave or not to leave), moreover, the decisions
differed even within the same family or amongst relatives.

Furthermore, although the studied sources generally have confirmed that
the second feeling deeply established in the collective memory of exile com-
munity — we all fled from communism - is true in many respects, at the same
time these sources yielded an opportunity to consider the refugees' motivation
on a micro-level, revealing:

1) the factors on which the fear of the second entry of Soviet power into
Latvia was based (repressions experienced by oneself or by family
members or close acquaintances during the first Soviet occupation;
the devastating impression left by the deportations of 14 June 1941;
the inability to accept the communist ideology and state system; one's
own or family members’ belonging to political forces not recognized by
the Communists, the service of relatives in the German military forces
or the particular positions held before the war and during the German
occupation; associating the Red Army with exalted brutality and immi-
nent destruction);

2) the impact of external information on decisions: that people did
not make decisions in isolation, but were influenced by information
obtained through mutual communication and public mass media, which
they relied upon and which was related to the reasons for fleeing (for
example, the propaganda spread in the public media about the actions
of the Red Army in the occupied areas), as well as the directions and
destinations of fleeing (for example, conflicting information about
the conditions that refugees faced in Germany);

28



3) the differing circumstances in which people made decisions related to
fleeing — there were cases when people took the decision to flee in a few
hours, and others, where it was a result of long discussions, weighing
rational and sometimes irrational factors;

4) the external pressure: some people joined the refugee movement not
wanting to, but succumbing to external influence (most often relatives)
or even not realizing the potential consequences (the possibility that
they will leave Latvia).

This systematization highlights the fact that the refugee movement was not
homogeneous, but consisted of individuals with different experiences, different
worldviews and strategies for action.

In addition to the motivation of the refugees, the memories of the exile
Latvians enable a structural consideration of other aspects pertaining to the pro-
cess of fleeing, which has been offered in the current doctoral thesis, dividing
this process into three stages: fleeing within the territory of Latvia, departure
from Latvia and fleeing outside the territory of Latvia. It was established that
in the territory of Latvia the fleeing, which usually happened suddenly, often
lasted for many months, refugees finding shelter in the properties of known or
unknown people, and moving forward again when the battle-line once again
had arrived at a dangerous proximity. Likewise, it was often observed that large
groups of people, which initially embarked upon escaping, dispersed and divided
over time. Consequently, only a part of all refugees who had left their homes
continued their journey outside of Latvia. Notably, in general, despite the length
of time spent fleeing within the territory of Latvia, very little attention is paid
to this period in the life stories, not recalling the daily conditions of fleeing, but
instead focusing on the feelings engendered by leaving home and the beginning
of the fleeing, on dramatic or, on the contrary, the comical events that occurred
on the way, as well as to the ways how the refugees reached the place from which
they left Latvia (by horse-drawn carts, using railway traffic and personal cars).

In this context, the most vividly stands out the way the memories reflect
the leaving of Latvia, which most often took place by sea and which has often
acquired a symbolic meaning as a boundary that determined the future fate
of the refugees (in retrospect, the moment of becoming exiles). Thus, although
the journey by ship (or boat, if the refugees went to Sweden) was a relatively
short episode in the overall fleeing, yet in most cases it is still deeply embedded
in people’s memories and also described in life stories, most often talking about
the sense of threat experienced during the journey, caused by frequent air and
submarine attacks. This made some people seek solace in their faith in higher
powers or, on the contrary, created indifference to what was happening around
them. Although the prosaic side of the trip is often highlighted (especially in
the memories of people who went to Sweden by boat, because this crossing
often was even more crowded and uncomfortable than other modes of fleeing),
it must be concluded that the details of the mundane (including hygienic)
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difficulties, on the one hand, are poorly remembered; on the other hand, are
concealed, highlighting instead the fact that, by enduring them, the main goal
of the refugees was achieved - to distance themselves from the Red Army and,
therefore, from the Soviet power.

Considering the third stage, that is, the further progress of fleeing after
leaving Latvia, it has been concluded that it could have proceeded in very dif-
ferent ways under the influence of various factors. Regarding those refugees who
went to the territory of the German Reich, the most important of these factors
was whether the refugees went to a pre-arranged or known place (to relatives,
friends or acquaintances with whom contacts were maintained regarding work,
employment) or such a previously known address was lacking. In the former
case, the further life of the refugees was often spent in quite peaceful conditions,
while in the latter they were completely subject to the goals and procedures of
the German refugee reception policy, and some ended up in a helpless state.
However, sources reveal that this state of helplessness cannot be absolutized,
because by showing sufficient determination and actively standing up for their
rights, especially immediately after arriving in Germany, Latvian refugees could
influence both their destination and the type of employment. In doing so, they
usually tried to use the opportunity to go to a place where they had already been
or where other Latvians had gone, and where it was possible to find a means
of livelihood for themselves (most often - to find a job with local farmers).
Hence, even under the conditions of war, the movement of refugees through
the territory of the Reich was relatively easy, in addition, they actively used
opportunities for mutual communication, thus seeking and finding both moral
and very practical support in matters of finding residence, work and means of
livelihood.

The two main sectors in which Latvian refugees were employed in Germany
were industry (work in various factories) and agriculture; a small number were
also employed as low-skilled specialists; there were also those who, due to their
social status and the positions they held (employees of state institutions, clergy,
etc.), as well as because they often did not lack financial means, were able to
provide themselves with a place to live and a living without working for a wage.
Refugees employed in industry were housed either in barracks or, more rarely,
in empty apartments or houses; the rations issued to them were severely limited;
they were increasingly exposed to the danger of airstrikes as they were targeted
at industrial regions. On the other hand, the living conditions of the refugees
involved in agricultural work largely depended on the attitude of the local pop-
ulation, with whom they were employed and housed, as well as on the refugees’
skills and the material values they had brought with them (money, medicines,
alcohol, etc.).

The second factor that significantly influenced the fleeing of refugees in
the territories of the German Reich was whether and how quickly they managed
to reach places that were not threatened by the Red Army. Taking into account

30



the refugee settlement policy, a large number ended up in the north-east of
the Reich - the former Polish territory and the Sudetenland, so an essential part
of their experience was a second fleeing from the Red Army. This process was
very similar to how the fleeing took place while still in the territory of Latvia:
the Red Army was often only a short distance away and frequently even overtook
the refugees, who were further threatened by air raids and random shootings;
various accidents easily occurred in the stressful and unusual conditions. It is
also important that neither in the territory of Latvia nor beyond it the refugees
could acquire information about the speed and direction of the movement of
the front. Consequently, whether they managed to avoid it was largely a matter
of chance and luck. Sometimes the support shown by the representatives of
the authorities (administrative and military) was also of great importance,
both the first time and the second time of fleeing from the Red Army. Thus,
when people embarked upon fleeing in Latvia, it was often German soldiers or
representatives of the local administration who not only encouraged people to
leave, but also provided practical support (for example, helping with transport
or indicating where to go). On the other hand, when fleeing from the Red
Army for the second time already in the territory of the German Reich, it was
often the Western allies who showed understanding and extended support to
the Latvian refugees, both by allowing (and even actively helping) them to cross
the borders of the occupation zones, and by warning about the handing over of
certain territories to the Soviet side. In general, the memories of the refugees
revealed how important the help and support of fellow human beings (other
Latvians, local Germans, Poles and representatives of other nationalities) was
in the escape process, without which it would sometimes have been impossible
to survive.

The refugees’ memories of the second fleeing from the Red Army also reveal
that, contrary to the general assumption, for some of them fleeing did not end
with the capitulation of Germany. Instead, these refugees ended up in the zone
of Soviet influence, where they spent several months, sometimes even longer,
until managed to end up in one of the occupation zones of the Western Allies
(this was done secretly, with the help of bribery or pretending to be Germans).

Concerning those refugees who managed to reach Sweden, it was concluded
that their process of fleeing in a way ended when they disembarked on Gotland.
Of course, until the end of the war, these people also hoped that they would soon
be able to return to Latvia, therefore, like the refugees who arrived in Germany,
they lived in conditions of uncertainty. However, they were no longer exposed
to the dangers of the war (lack of food, air raids, the approach of the front) and
their life soon attained a kind of normalcy.

The fact that the fleeing experience, depending on their direction - Germany
or Sweden - was very different, is also confirmed by the different approaches to
reflection they employed in their life stories. Namely, the greatest attention in
the life stories of the refugees who arrived in Sweden is focused on the conditions
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in which (and why) they left their homes, also giving a detailed consideration to
their fleeing to reach the sea and then the crossing, while the time after landing
on the shore is described relatively briefly and schematically. In contrast, the ref-
ugees who arrived in the territories of the German Reich in their life stories
devote equal attention to all stages of fleeing; moreover, if they experienced
a second fleeing from the Red Army, it is often this narrative that stands out
most prominently in the overall story of fleeing, most likely because it underlines
how much effort they invested and hardship they were willing to endure to get
to safety, that is, outside the Soviet sphere of influence.

It should be emphasized that this motive — the effort to escape from the Red
Army and Soviet power — as well as highlighting the forced nature of one's flight
(as opposed to the search for a better life) runs through most of the life stories
of exiled Latvians. Likewise, very frequently the themes of lucky coincidences
and fateful events are woven into the narratives of fleeing — either imparting
that fleeing took place at the very last moment, or emphasizing the special
importance of an event that made it possible to escape from potential dan-
gers; it is also often observed that luck or the intervention of higher forces are
represented as explanations for the events, in which the effective actions and
initiative of the refugees themselves are clearly visible, which are often hidden in
the narratives of memories. The last statement is more relevant to the memories
of women, - the study of these revealed that the female narratives of fleeing, first
of all, highlight the leading role of men during the fleeing; secondly, the women
often emphasized that they felt confused and scared in many situations; thirdly,
against the background of the general suffering of the refugees, the narrator
diminished the significance of her own experience. However, despite these
practices of remembrance and narration, the analysed life stories vividly reflect
that during the fleeing, women showed ingenuity, courage and perseverance,
which were necessary to overcome the difficulties that every refugee faced,
regardless of the gender, but even more so the specific dangers that threatened
women under the circumstances of war. When it comes to these specific dangers,
namely, sexual violence, to which not only German natives but also refugees
were exposed in the territory of the German Reich, it must be concluded that
references to such phenomena are mentioned in biographies only when talking
about other people’s experiences or referring to rumours, but never in relation
to oneself (except when describing a lucky escape). Such an observation does
not mean that Latvian refugees were not subjected to sexual violence; it only
proves that women rarely reveal such experiences in life story interviews, and
hence other sources and methods should be used for research of this theme.

Unlike women, men much more frequently and to a greater extent reveal
the role of their personality and active steps in the narratives of fleeing, viewing
the process of fleeing through the prism of “I” (women generally use the “we”
form), highlighting various adventures and problem solutions that were
encountered during fleeing. Therefore, these narratives of fleeing often take on
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the air of adventure stories, in which one dangerous event succeeds another,
and moments of success are always present, although largely related to one's
own resourcefulness, experience and knowledge.

When it comes to the experience of children and adolescents, it can be con-
cluded that, although it was inextricably linked with the actions and reactions
of adults in certain situations (especially in danger), in adulthood and with
the distance of time, they create their own interpretation of this experience,
which perhaps even more than the adults' memories of this time contain the ele-
ments of resilience, hope and optimism. This is clearly related to the fact that
children and adolescents, both physically and emotionally, could have endured
the difficult period of escape more easily than adults, because, first of all, they
adapt to changes more flexibly; secondly, parents and other accompanying
persons made great efforts to create a sense of security for them.

Since the escape narratives have been analysed both individually (each life
story) and by looking at all of the selected life stories as a whole, it becomes
possible to observe the imprints left by the collective memory of exile Latvians,
which are most clearly manifested in how fleeing is justified in the life stories.
Namely, almost every life story is permeated by the narrative that there was no
other option but to flee (otherwise “we would have no life”), which consciously
or unconsciously emphasizes that all the refugees left under compulsion, trying
to escape the repetition of the “year of terror” (the events of 1940). It also con-
firms that the myth of the “year of terror” formed an essential part of the exile
identity, - this conclusion does not aim to diminish the brutal nature of the first
Soviet occupation and the committed crimes, but instead refers to the myth as
a system of signs and symbols, the main task of which is to create ideas about
existential questions important for people and to define the identity of the com-
munity, ensuring the transmission of social and cultural norms, engendering
a sense of succession.

The deep rooting of this imprint is particularly pronounced in the memories
of the children of that time, which, despite the fact that they themselves could
not clearly identify and define the events taking place around them, clearly
reflect the awareness of the unjustly lost homeland and the offences incurred
by the Soviet power. It is understandable that such mediated understanding
and memories were formed and strengthened under the direct influence of
collective memory - through literature (published memories, fiction), media
(exile periodicals), education system (Latvian school network in DP camps,
later - Sunday schools and summer camps), and social communication, in
which mourning for Latvia and leaving it was brought up again and again.
However, it is noteworthy that one of the imprints of the collective memory is
associated with the experience and fear of the Soviet regime linked to the “year
of terror” highlighted in individual memories, but with regard to the difficulties
and potentially traumatic events experienced during fleeing, the opposite effect
is observed, - individual suffering is rather concealed against the background
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of the collective suffering of the refugees or at least diminished, highlighting
the main focus - escape from Soviet power and becoming exiles.

Opverall, the detailed description given in the life stories of exile Latvians,
although the telling takes place more than 50 years after the events, still vividly
depicts the psychological and emotional conditions, as well as the material and
daily problems that the refugees faced in that particular historical situation. This
description renders more understandable the generalizations with which this
process of exodus is usually depicted in historical literature. Such a conclusion
confirms the special contribution of oral history sources, namely, their ability
to introduce into historical research the human emotions and embodied expe-
rience, — the individual dimension.

It is the memories and life stories that enabled the researcher to place in
the forefront of the current doctoral thesis not the dimension of politics and
administration, but the refugees themselves, who otherwise would be perceived
as a generalised group of people without specific faces and history. These sources
have also made it possible to analyse the fleeing in all its manifestations, instead
of focusing only on the points of beginning and ending. This is contrary to
the usual portrayal of fleeing in both academic research and the mass media,
namely, seeing this process as a direct transition from the point of origin of
refugees to the destination, replacing the detailed discussion with a straight
arrow connecting the two points. In this customary outlook, much greater
attention is paid to the factors that caused the fleeing (history of war and armed
conflicts), as well as to the difficulties and challenges that await refugees in
their new places of residence (acquiring legal status, life in refugee camps, inte-
gration, potential stigmatization, etc.). These are undeniably important issues,
however, it is thereby forgotten or ignored that the fleeing itself is also a complex
and relevant social process that leaves physical, emotional and psychological
imprints on the refugees - their future life, identity and memories. Thus,
the analysis of the process of fleeing carried out in the doctoral thesis, as well
as the obtained confirmation of the special contribution of oral history sources,
can also provide an incentive for further research on the history of exile - both
concerning the further life of exiles in their host countries, and exploring their
identity issues. Similarly, the insights gained in the study, especially those that
provide grounds for considering the conditions in which people make decisions
during the war, as well as the approach employed to analyse the refugee-related
processes in all their manifestations, can be used in studies of refugee crises
that have arisen in other times and regions, including even the refugees entering
Latvia today.
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Stories of the Wartime and Escape in the Memories of World War II
Refugees from Latvia — Somijas Mutvardu véstures tikla 4. starptautiskais
simpozijs “Private and Public Memories”, Helsinki, Somija, 29.11.2012;
Experience of Second World War refugees in the sources of the National
Oral History Archives - Baltic Heritage Network konference “Hidden
Treasures”, Tartu, Igaunija 28.06.2012;

Refugees from Latvia in 1944-1945: The experiences of exiles and those
who stayed behind as reflected in life stories — starptautiska konference
“Mutvardu vésture: dialogs ar sabiedribu”, Riga, Latvija, 30.03.2012;

Otra pasaules kara béglu pieredze Nacionala Mutvardu véstures krajuma
avotos: intervijas ar latviesiem Anglija - starptautiska zinatniska konference
“XXII Zinatniskie lasijumi”, Daugavpils, Latvija, 27.01.2012.

40



	ABSTRACT
	GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS 
	Relevance and research novelty 
	Goal, tasks and chronological boundaries 
	Sources 
	Structure and methods

	CONCLUSIONS
	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	APPENDIX. Approbation of the Results of the Doctoral Thesis in Research Projects, Scientific Publications and Conferences
	I	Research projects
	II	Scientific publications
	III	Publications in conference proceedings
	IV	International scientific conferences

	ANOTĀCIJA
	VISPĀRĪGS DARBA RAKSTUROJUMS
	Tēmas aktualitāte un pētījuma novitāte
	Darba mērķis, uzdevumi un hronoloģiskās robežas
	Pētījumā izmantotie avoti
	Pētījuma struktūra un metodes

	GALVENIE SECINĀJUMI
	LITERATŪRAS SARAKSTS
	PIELIKUMS. Promocijas darba rezultātu aprobācija: pētījumu projektu, zinātnisko publikāciju un konferenču saraksts
	I	Pētījumu projekti
	II	Zinātniskas publikācijas
	III	Raksti konferenču tēžu krājumos
	IV	Starptautiskas zinātniskas konferences


